Mini releases tease of new EV ahead of Frankfurt Motor Show


[bookmark: _GoBack]For the most part, modern electric vehicles (EVs) fit into two categories: small econobox commuters and hundred-thousand-dollar super cars. Unfortunately, for those of us who don’t enjoy falling asleep on our morning commute, and did not find 100 grand under our pillow after losing a tooth, we have yet to see a small, affordable and sporty EV of any kind.

Recently Mini unveiled its new EV concept ahead of the Frankfurt Motor Show where it will be officially showcased. While this is not Mini's first EV, it is likely to be the first real electric offering from the German brand, designed to complement the new Countryman plug-in hybrid.

As no powertrain specs have yet been released, the Mini EV tease is really a design showcase more than anything else; that being said, the design is something worth showing off.

As if the engineers in Germany have finally turned aesthetic appeal into a science, Mini describes its new EV design as, "Cutting-edge, pure and dynamic (in an efficient way)." What we really do like about its design are the new, LED headlights (which look much less "buggy" than the current Mini Cooper headlights), the funky asymmetrical wheels, and the LED tail lights, which are each designed to be half a Union Jack.

Just like every other anticipated EV, if the Mini is going to be competitive it will have to offer an all-electric range of at least 200 miles (if not more), and maintain the classic "bulldog" sportiness that has carried the brand for so many years.

The latter could be much harder than it sounds, but according to Senior Vice President of BMW Group Design, Adrian van Hooydonk, "The MINI Electric Concept is a quintessential MINI – compact, agile, simply the ideal companion for everyday driving. At the same time, it conveys a whole new take on the concept of sportiness." 

As with powertrain numbers, we have yet to be given an official price for the Mini EV. Its pricing will likely not be dictated by competitor pricing, as the Mini EV will not have any direct competitors; that being said, look for pricing to be somewhere around the magical $35,000 mark.
